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NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, January 16, 2007 at 6:00 P.M., at Jan Hus Presbyterian Church, 351 East 74th Street, NYC, Room 101 (above Lobby).  The meeting will be from 6:00 PM to 7:45 PM.
PROGRAM

Fellow member and Treasurer Richard Stone has been able to procure a slide presentation package on Hybrid Epiphytes from our national society, the Cactus and Succulent Society of America.  The CSSA offers these packages to all affiliate societies for their use, so what better way to melt away the winter doldrums by enjoying a presentation on tropical epiphytic plants.  George Cambourakis will present the slides (there will be over 100 to view), so this should be an enjoyable evening.  Thanks must go to Richard for his effort in contacting the CSSA.
HOLIDAY PARTY REVIEW
Thanks to all our members that attended our Holiday party last month, for all the food and drinks that they brought in.  More importantly, we all shared our thoughts and ideas for our Society, and a great time was had by all.
MEMBERSHIP DUES
This is a reminder that for those of you that have not submitted your dues yet, this will be the last newsletter going out to you until your dues are paid.  So please send your $25.00 dues payment to Richard Stone, 183 East 80th Street, New York, NY 10021 (Check payable to Richard Stone, NOT the NYCSS).
UPCOMING EVENTS
We are trying to make 2007 as active a year as possible, and many great ideas were discussed at last month’s meeting/holiday party.  Among them were:
· Having meetings at member’s homes.  This will allow us to view our fellow member’s plant collections and discuss their cultivation techniques, and to enjoy some food and drinks in a more informal atmosphere.  However, Richard Stone has discussed skipping a few more meeting times with the Church, and this was not received in a very positive way, since the Church may not then be able to guarantee our Society our allotted space on a consistent basis.  Anyway, we will continue to work on this subject, so stay tuned.

(Editor’s Note: Thanks to Phil Elenko for volunteering his place for the January meeting, but I guess this will have to wait.  It may be a good idea to search for other meeting halls, possibly in a more central location, as I’ve gotten feedback that our present location is difficult to reach for many members.).
· More plant contests.  How about a contest for ugliest plant, or for rarest plant?  We will do this for our meetings for April through June, since these months will be warmer and the plants should be easier to transport to and from the meeting.
· More outings.  We usually visit the Hicks flower/plant show in March, and Dr. Barad’s place in July.  How about a more organized outing to the Connecticut Cactus and Succulent Society’s show in April, a visit to the New York Botanical Garden in May, outings to nurseries, and another member’s place during the summer?  There are many possibilities, so if any of you would like to contribute to this endeavor, let us know.

· More plant “Show and Tell”, similar to those done by the Indoor Plant Society.  We should do this starting next month, so stay tuned to upcoming newsletters.
· Increasing our presence at the 14th Street Farmers Market, starting in the Spring.  We intend to have a table or two of plants and sign-up sheets for people that are interested, in order to increase membership.  It is hoped that we can have a table there every Friday during the Spring, so volunteers will be needed to man the table for a few hours a week.

· Visiting our Library.  Remember our Library with many books and journals donated by the late Joseph Emma?  Yes, it still resides at George’s office in Long Island City.  Contrary to popular belief, Queens is not on another planet, and LIC is the first stop in Queens on the subway from Manhattan.  A gathering on a Saturday afternoon in February to pore over books and snack on wine and cheese sounds like fun, so let’s discuss this at the next meeting.
· We also intend to make better use of the CSSA’s slide presentation packages in the future.

Of course, all ideas are welcome, and member participation is definitely encouraged.  Let’s make this another great year.
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